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International Ballet Exchange Presents Free Performances for School Children
Local Philadelphia students dance in ‘La Fille Mal Gardée” on June 1st at George Washington High School

PHILADELPHIA (4/23/11) – For the first time in 11 years, International Ballet Exchange (IBE) will stage the eighteenth century ballet La Fille Mal Gardée performed by Philadelphia’s own public school students. Inner-city students from Anna B. Pratt Elementary School, Leeds Middle School and George Washington High School will join 25 students of Wissahickon Dance Academy (WDA) to perform the ballet about a disobedient daughter and an overbearing mother. The performances slated for June 1st at 9:30 a.m. and 12 p.m. will be held at George Washington High School’s theater. IBE will offer performances free to Philadelphia school district students. 
Eazle Stephens, director,, said, “Without IBE, my students would not have achieved the success they have today.” With former IBE students teaching dance all around Philadelphia and some attending schools like Penn State Medical University, she credits the IBE residency program with providing her students a foundation for life after high school.  Michele Sorkin, dance teacher at George Washington H.S., said her student Luisanny Rosario, “has benefited so much by being in the dance class as well as the IBE program.” Sorkin added, “She has found her love of dance and culture and tries to go out into the community and see live art, music, and dance when she can. This program does so many wonderful things for our students at George Washington High School, and I hope we house this program and their performances for years to come.”
About “La Fille Mal Gardée”
The English translation of the title literally means “The Badly Guarded Girl.” The main character, Lise, is the disobedient daughter who frustrates and exhausts her controlling mother. Eighteenth century French choreographer Jean Dauberval found inspiration for the ballet from a painting called “La Reprimande/ Une Jeune Fille Querellee par Sa Mere” (1789.) The painting by artist Pierre Antoine Baudouin depicts an elderly mother disciplining her unruly daughter. By employing a mix of comedy, romance and happy endings, ‘La Fille Mal Gardée” appeals to all audiences. 
About International Ballet Exchange

In 1998, Nancy Malmed founded IBE, a 501 C-3 organization. The residency program, initiated in 1999, offers inner-city students the opportunity to study classical ballet technique from highly acclaimed professionals such as Elena Tiuriakulova, who graduated from the same institution as Mikhail Baryshnikov (The Vaganova School in St. Petersburg, Russia.) Along with ballet training, IBE exposes students to world-famous ballets such as The Nutcracker and Swan Lake. IBE not only introduces inner-city students to the art of ballet, but it also teaches them discipline, responsibility, and commitment. Currently IBE works with three schools in Philadelphia, teaching weekly ballet classes throughout the school year to 5 classes of students.  IBE maintains long-lasting relationships with Philadelphia area schools to introduce more students to the art and to offer them greater dance opportunities. IBE has also built a relationship with professionals of the Donetsk Ballet of Ukraine. This highly renowned company travels to Philadelphia every year to perform The Nutcracker specifically with IBE. 

About IBE’s Director and Instructors
Nancy Malmed, Executive Director

After founding Wissahickon Dance Academy (WDA) in 1985, Malmed grew frustrated using the available recorded music for ballet class, which had short musical selections, thus putting restrictions on the length of each exercise. So in addition WDA and IBE, Malmed created “Dansounds,” a line of recordings specifically for use as accompaniment for ballet class.  These recordings (8 volumes) are available today and are highly acclaimed by ballet teachers throughout the country. 
Today, WDA, located in Germantown, is flourishing and IBE can boast reaching 100 students with in-school ballet instruction, making this a unique program in the city.  With the goal to give students from all social and economic backgrounds the opportunity to learn about ballet, Malmed began the program at Simon Gratz High School and influenced many students to pursue dance after secondary school.  In 1999, she was honored by the Philadelphia School District for her residency program and teaching methods. She provides the students from both WDA and IBE the opportunity to perform with The Donetsk Ballet of Ukraine annually in The Nutcracker and every spring she stages full length ballets for both groups of students such as Alice in Wonderland, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and The Four Seasons. In addition to teaching school students, Nancy also served on Temple University Dance Department’s faculty and was a soloist with Contemporary Dance Theater, LaSalle Music Theater and Pro Musica.  Malmed plans to place a new residency at L.P. Hill School in 2011-2012, if funding is available, thus adding a fourth school to the program and expanding to 130 students.
Elena Tiuriakulova (Too-ria-kOO-lo-vah), Instructor

Tiuriakulova received her training from one of the most prestigious institutions in the world, The Vaganova School of Ballet in St. Petersburg, Russia. Some of the most notable graduates from the Vaganova School include Mikhail Baryshnikov, George Balanchine, Natalia Makarova and Rudolph Nureyev. After graduating with honors in 1975, she became a principal dancer at the Kyrgyz Government Theater Opera and Ballet in her native country of Kyrgyzstan. During her career she danced the lead roles in many famous ballets including Odette/ Odile in Swan Lake, Princess Aurora in The Sleeping Beauty, Kitri in Don Quixote and . After her lucrative dance career, Tiuriakulova ventured to the states and joined the staff of Wissahickon Dance Academy and International Ballet exchange in 2003.
