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CLASSICAL BALLET THRIVES IN NORTH PHILADELPHIA

PRESS RELEASE


Twenty five students from two inner-city schools, Simon Gratz High School and Anna B. Pratt Elementary School, will be performing with 35 ballet students from Wissahickon Dance Academy in two ballet performances of A Midsummer Night’s Dream at the Keswick Theater in Glenside.   Both performances are free for Philadelphia school children.


A free performance for school children in the Philadelphia School District 



Date: May 22, 2009 



Where:   Keswick Theater, Keswick Ave. and Easton Rd. Glenside PA 



Time: 10 AM and 12:15 PM.  


The Gratz and Pratt students have been in training since October with Ballet Mistress Elena Tiuriakulova, a former principal dancer from Kyrgyzstan in the former Soviet Union. Elena received her ballet training from the world famous Kirov Academy of Ballet in St. Petersburg, Russia.  She is currently on staff at Wissahickon Dance Academy and has been teaching ballet classes twice weekly at Simon Gratz and once weekly at Pratt.


The ballet training is part of a ballet residency program sponsored by International Ballet Exchange (IBE).  IBE is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing cross cultural education and performance opportunities to inner city children of diverse racial, ethnic and socio-economic groups, making ballet accessible to all walks of society.  Along with the high quality education, and performance opportunities, IBE provides ballet shoes, and costumes.  Funding for this program was made through generous grants from Philadelphia Cultural Fund, , Henrietta Tower Wurts Memorial, PA Partners in the Arts, and the Seybert Institution.  Ballet shoes were donated by Capezio/Ballet Makers, Inc.


The performance is the culmination of the year’s work.  The ballet A Midsummer Night’s Dream was choreographed by Nancy Malmed, Director of Wissahickon Dance Academy and Executive Director of IBE. She has been working separately with dance academy students and will bring the diverse groups together for a rehearsal the day before the performance.  


The ballet residency project is the brainchild of Malmed, who garnered funding and began the program in 1999 focusing on one school, Simon Gratz.  Since that time, the residency has continued its program with Gratz, while expanding to several other schools, reaching out to grades 1-12.  IBE has brought free performances of the world famous Donetsk Ballet to this north Philadelphia neighborhood and is celebrating ten years in residence at Simon Gratz High School.

Photo caption:  students of Simon Gratz in rehearsal for A Midsummer Night’s Dream
