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BALLET RESIDENCY PROGRAM CELEBRATES TEN YEARS
Ten years ago, Simon Gratz High School had its first exposure to classical ballet.  Eighteen young dance majors at Gratz performed along side 20 professional ballet dancers from the Donetsk Ballet of Ukraine in the ballet Peer Gynt in front of 600 members of the community at their school.  Featured in the performance were gold medalist, Vadim Pisarev, and his wife, Inna Dorofeyeva.  The community exploded with enthusiasm.  This performance and the 12 weeks of ballet training which preceded it was the launching pad for the residency program sponsored by International Ballet Exchange (IBE).  Today, IBE’s program at Simon Gratz is still going strong.
In 1999, with International Ballet Exchange in its infancy, Executive Director, Nancy Malmed had a brainstorm: find a school with a dance program; train inner city children in classical ballet; give them choreography suitable for their level of technique; provide a performance experience with a top notch ballet company (the Donetsk Ballet); invite the community for a free performance; and we will educate and expand the ballet audience to include a constituency that would not ordinarily have an appreciation of ballet. Voila!!!!  This was exactly the founding mission of IBE.  The Peer Gynt experiment was hugely successful and the residency program was born.

Since 1999, IBE has continued on this path, placing residencies at Girls High, Northeast High, University City High, Kenderton Elementary and Anna B. Pratt Elementary School as well as Simon Gratz. The program has expanded from 12 weeks to the entire school year, and just as in its very beginnings, the training is with Russian ballet masters. The program today no longer includes performances with the Donetsk Ballet.  Instead, the residency dancers are included in full length story ballets including: Alice in Wonderland, Carmen, Porgy and Bess, The Four Seasons, Gaite Parisienne, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The performances are free for children in the Philadelphia School District. The arts-deprived Philadelphia schools reserve their seats in a matter of hours after flyers are distributed.

The positive results of IBE’s ten years in residence at Gratz go further than just classical ballet training and performance.  Thirteen graduates of Gratz who participated in the dance program have since gone on to college on scholarship as dance majors, dance minors, education majors and pre-med at colleges such as University of the Arts, Penn State, Lincoln University, Virginia Union and Clark University.   According to former Gratz Principal, Dr. Delores Williams, “Dance has helped my students to communicate feelings, images and thoughts that would never have been revealed had it not been for their experience with IBE…many graduates of the program have been inspired to become teachers of the performing arts and are currently enrolled in various colleges.”  

This year’s residency program will culminate at the Keswick Theater on May 22 with two performances of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The Simon Gratz and Anna B. Pratt residency students have been training all year with Elena Tiuriakulova, former principal dancer from Krygystan in the former Soviet Union.  Ms. Tiuriakulova trained with the world famous Kirov School in St. Petersburg, Russia.  She has staged the children in three dances of the ballet choreographed by Nancy Malmed.  The residency students will dance alongside students of theWissahickon Dance Academy and are so well integrated,  the audience is not likely to determine which group is which – the perfect anniversary celebration for the mission of IBE.

For further information on IBE’s programs, visite www.internationalballet.org or contact Nancy Malmed at 215-849-7950.
