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Our production started as a little workshop for a few youth and
adults and became a ballet with a cast of 38 because artists of all
ages and skill levels wanted to perform, and because so many
people stepped up to make that possible.
We learned and rehearsed in our homes, over Zoom and Google
Meets. School counselors, friends, and family members drove
across the city to pick up or deliver costumes. We performed in
our homes, schools, backyards, cultural sites, and public spaces.
We shot the footage with laptops, phones, tablets, and video
cameras. Teachers and school counselors, family members, and
individual artists became videographers.
When opportunities arose, we took them. When plans went
awry, we simply figured something out.
We long for the time when we can perform for you in person,
but we take joy in this unusual creative process and pride in the
show we made for you.
IBE’s virtual Coppélia is truly a product of love—love for the art
of ballet and love for our young people, whether they are our
children or our students. It is a testament to creativity and
perseverance, the desire to make something beautiful, and the
power of community.

Our story . . .
In a village far away lives Dr. Coppelius. He makes the most
beautiful toys. They seem to be alive!
One day, a beautiful girl appears on Dr. Coppelius’s balcony.
Who is she? Why is she flirting with Franz, the fiancé of
Swanhilda? Doesn’t she know they are getting married the next
day?
When Dr. Coppelius accidentally drops his key, Swanhilda
decides to confront her rival. Once inside the workshop, she
learns the secret: Coppélia is a mechanical doll!
When Dr. Coppelius suddenly returns, Swanhilda decides to
play a trick on him.
The next day, the villagers gather to celebrate Swanhilda and
Franz’s wedding. When Dr. Coppelius appears, Swanhilda
apologizes.
Who will you meet in the ballet?
Dr. Coppelius
Coppélia
Swanhilda
Swanhilda’s friends
Franz
The toys
The villagers

Our artists
Choreography (after Saint-Léon), staging: Christina Castro-Tauser, with Cara King and Amber Rawls
Music: Léo Delibes
Videography: Scott Tauser, Christina Castro-Tauser, with Amber Rawls, Cara King, Maria Bronte,
individual artists, and youth artist family members
Editing: Scott Tauser, Christina Castro-Tauser
IBE teaching artists in residence: Christina Castro-Tauser (Kensington CAPA, Mifflin) and Cara King
(Kelly and Willard)
Dr. Coppelius: Marc Holley (matinee); John Dezort (evening)
Coppélia: Ella Holley (matinee); Maxine Dezort-Reynold (evening)
Swanhilda: Coralie François (matinee); Rowan Badinger (evening)
Swanhilda’s Friends: Rowan Badinger (matinee), Coralie François (evening), Michele-Olivia François,
Dawn States, Giselle Tirado, Catalina Walsh, Ellen Wert
Franz: Aaron Mitchell
Toys: Naimah Amira Pearson, Kenza Colomb, Maxine Dezort-Reynolds (matinee), Ella Holley
(evening), Ava Lacy, Michael Wise
Villagers:
Village Children Act 1
Makaylah Green, Laila McClean, Rachel Stroman (Kelly School)
Saniya Figueroa, Greicy Gomez, Mahelie Lanza, Kira Vargas-Dejesus (Willard School)
Villagers, Act 3, Wedding Day
Dawn: Catalina Walsh
Waltz of the Hours: Willie Brumfield, Esmerlani Cabrera, Ayanna Cebollero, Irany Colon, Taniyah
Dyer, Amya Maldonado, Jocelyn Torres, Heidydee Torres-Rivera, Kamira Worthen (Kensington
CAPA)
Prayer: Giselle Tirado
Fun: Michele-Olivia François
Village children: Saniah Ayers, Navayah Brown, Kimorah Green, Alayah Jackson, Vivian Crognale
Kuehl (Mifflin School)
Friendship: Swanhilda’s Friends (matinee); Dawn States (evening)
Special thanks to the students from Kelly and Willard who worked hard to learn their parts but were unable to
join the recording sessions: Melinda Carlton, Latifa Muhammad; Nariyah Coleman, Riley Dansette, Naveah
Velazquez
And special thanks to artist Emmanuel Colon, who was willing to be Franz from afar.

Thank you!
Our very special thanks to
Our guest artists
Scott Tauser and Hunter Tauser
Wyck Historic House and Garden
For their support of our young artists, we thank the teachers, school leadership, and
student families of
John B. Kelly School, especially Christina Trego
Kensington Creative and Performing Arts High School, especially Amber Rawls
Thomas Mifflin School, especially Christina Blumenthal and Nathan Monahan
Frances Willard School, especially Maria Bronte
Wissahickon Dance Academy
IBE is grateful for the support of
AmerisourceBergen
Stockton Rush Bartol Foundation
Christopher Ludwick Foundation
Pennsylvania Partners for the Arts
Philadelphia Cultural Fund
Henrietta Tower Wurts Memorial
And our individual donors
With a mission to make ballet accessible, IBE provides free ballet classes in the
Philadelphia public schools, presents ballets for school and community audiences, and
gives youth artists opportunities to perform. See more at
internati nal allet r

About the artists

Rowan Badinger (Swanhilda/Friend): “I started studying ballet at age 5. I am now 15 and an advanced-level
student at Wissahickon Dance Academy. This is the second virtual production I have done with IBE, the
first being the Nutcracker (in 2020). I love how the role of Swanhilda challenged me, and I am super excited
for everyone to see the show!”
Christina Castro-Tauser (choreography and staging, editing) is the executive director of International
Ballet Exchange and teaching artist in residence at Kensington CAPA and Mifflin. She trained with Laura
Alonso in Cuba and Minnesota Ballet Theater, and apprenticed with the Colorado Ballet. She has served as
director of the Gainesville (GA) Ballet’s junior company and as a teaching artist at Taller Puertorriqueño
in Philadelphia. With a BA in dance from Point Park and MFA in dance from Temple University, she is a
member of the National Dance Educator Organization and recently completed National Geographic’s
educator certification program. Her choreography spans such evening-length works as Into Grimm’s
Woods, created on the Gainesville Ballet Company, and ¿Que Pasa Ahora?, which incorporates student
dancers with professionals and was showcased at the American College Dance Association’s 2018 MidAtlantic North Conference and the Artist Bash at the Barnes Foundation.
Coralie-Michele François (Swanhilda/Friend) began her training with Wissahickon Dance Academy at the
age of 7 and has also trained with Donetsk Ballet, Metropolitan Ballet, Olga Kresin Ballet, Bolshoi Ballet,
Ballet Nacional de Cuba, BalletX, and Studio Zoom Bangkok. As a member of Drexel University's Dance
Ensemble (2013–2017), she showcased her own work, participated in community-based learning/exchange
programs, and was Dance Fellow with ArtistYear at W. B. Saul High School. A member of Danse4Nia
Repertory Ensemble (2017–2020), she is currently a member of EyedentityExperience. Since earning her
BS in biological sciences from Drexel in 2017, she is currently a Master’s candidate in wildlife forensics at
the University of Florida.
Michele-Olivia François (Friend/Fun) began dance training at age 5 with Wissahickon Dance Academy. She
has also trained with the Donetsk Ballet, Kirov Ballet Academy, Bolshoi Dance Academy, Olga Kresin
School, and Metropolitan Ballet Academy. Attending Drexel University on a dance scholarship, she joined
the university’s Dance Ensemble in September 2010. Formerly a member of Danse4Nia Repertory
Ensemble, she now dances with Eyedentity Experience, works as a physical therapy assistant and physical
conditioner in Philadelphia, and teaches Pilates at The Pilates Connexion and Club Pilates. With a BS in
dance and a concentration in physical therapy, she is currently a Doctor of Physical Therapy candidate.
Cara King (choreography and staging, Kelly, Willard) is a teaching artist in residence at Kelly and Willard
schools. An IBE teaching artist since 2011 and teacher at Wissahickon Dance Academy since 2008, she
completed the Royal Academy of Dance Syllabus in the United States and England, trained at the Central
Pennsylvania Youth Ballet, holds a degree in dance from Hope College, and has extensive experience
teaching ballet and creative movement to young children.
Aaron Mitchell (Franz) has studied ballet, modern, jazz, African, hip hop, and ballroom—among other
dance forms. He has danced and toured with Brian Sanders JUNK, Eleone Dance Theatre, and Philadanco.
Since earning a BFA in Dance from Temple University (2019), he has studied movement therapy and earned
certification in personal training (ISSA) at WillSpace NYC while continuing to perform across dance genres.

Amber Rawls (with Christina Castro-Tauser, choreography and staging for Kensington CAPA students)
started dancing at age 6. Her training includes Freedom Theatre and Philadanco, where she was a member
of Danco II. A graduate of the Creative and Performing Arts High School and the University of the Arts, she
fell in love with Salsa, and her training in that dance form led to two World Salsa Championship titles. As
co-director of Calle Luna Dance Company, she taught and performed locally and abroad. She was also a
dancer for the Philadelphia 76ers. Teaching dance for the Philadelphia School District since 2009, she
found a home at the Kensington Creative and Performing Arts High School, where she also coaches
cheerleading. She serves on the board of the Pennsylvania Dance Education Organization, and she
received a Lindback Award for Distinguished Teachers for the 2020-2021 school year.
Dawn States (Friend/Friendship) began dancing at the age of 5 and fell in love with ballet. Dawn’s dad is a
truck driver and their mom cleaned the dance studio to support their access to classes. At age 18, Dawn
had to have their first intensive spinal operation. This was followed by a longer and more intensive
operation, which resulted in the placement of rods and screws in their spinal fusion. A traumatic car
accident after this left them with three fractured bones in their right hip. Medical professionals advised
against dancing. Because of this, Dawn holds a Bachelor's degree in library science. However, through the
tutelage of Axis Dance and individuals in the disability community, Dawn returned to dance. They now
hold their MFA in Dance from Temple University and were awarded the Rose Vernick Artistic
Transformation award in recognition of their thesis work, Incurvation. Dawn is committed to making
dance accessible and does this through their accessibility measures in their choreographic work, inclusion
of disabled dancers in their work and being an invested and empathetic teaching artist.
Artist, graphic designer, photographer, and video creator Scott Alan Tauser (videography and editing)
studied film at Point Park University, where he met his wife, best friend, and collaborator, IBE executive
director Christina Castro-Tauser. With a degree in graphic design from the Art Institute of Pittsburgh, his
freelance work includes photography, videography, poster design, and media design for, among others,
Expansions Contemporary Dance Ensemble.
By day, Giselle Tirado (Friend/Prayer) is a Senior Technology Consultant and Project Manager at IBM.
However, at night and on the weekends she spends as much time as she can in a ballet studio. A graduate
of the College of William & Mary, she has classical ballet training from the Loudoun School of Ballet,
Washington Ballet, and Boston Ballet. Her repertoire includes performing principal and soloist roles with
the pre-professional Loudoun Ballet Company in Nutcracker, Sleeping Beauty, Don Quixote, and Swan
Lake. Additionally, she performed ballet in Hannibal Burress' Virginia Comedy Tour! Most recently, she
performed in the Nutcracker Experience with the Wilmington Ballet in 2020.
Catalina Walsh (Friend/Dawn) began her dance training at age 3, with classical training with Barbara
Sandonato and the Pennsylvania Ballet. She performed in Pennsylvania Ballet’s Nutcracker from 2004 to
2011; and with the Barbara Sandonato School of Ballet in collaboration with The Barnstormers in a
children’s opera, The Crowed House, by Michael Dutka, for Philly Fringe. She has performed in the
Wilmington Ballet’s Nutcracker. She was a member of the inaugural class of the Joffrey Ballet School
Musical Theater Summer Intensive NYC. She has also interned for BalletX and the Disney College Program
in Walt Disney World. She is a 2020 graduate of the Institute for American Musical Theatre, where she
trained under Andrew Drost and Michael Minarik. She also holds a BFA in dance from Temple University
Boyer College of Music and Dance, where she performed work by Christina Castro-Tauser, including
Displaced and Disconnected, Needed Conversations, Among Us, and ¿Que Pasa Ahora?. Catalina gives a
special thanks to Christina: Thank you for allowing me to be a part of this special project and always
feeding my creative expression. “Never pass up a chance to Dance!”

